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Luke 1                                                          ASVh with Comments 

Summary. In this chapter, we are given three miracles (Zachariah becomes mute, Zachariah's wife Elizabeth 
becomes pregnant at a very old age, and the virgin Mary conceives the begotten Son of God) and three 
prophecies (Elizabeth’s, Mary’s, and Zachariah’s prophecies) from the Lord which will help prepare the people 
to receive the begotten Son of God and the salvation He brings. Luke 1:5-25. These verses tell about a couple, 
Zachariah and Elizabeth, being righteous before God, and advanced in years but having no children. Zachariah 
meets an angel of the Lord named Gabriel in the temple of God while serving his priestly duty. The angel 
informs him that the Lord will bless him with a son which he must name John. Zachariah became mute until the 
birth of his son as a confirmation for him to know that the Lord had spoken to him. Luke 1:26-40. The angel 
Gabriel was sent by God to the virgin Mary, a cousin of Elizabeth, to inform her that she found favor with God, 
and she was chosen to carry in her womb the begotten Son of God. The Bile tells clearly that she is favored by 
God and as a result she is worthy, and she is a good woman. After her conception, Mary visits her cousin 
Elizabeth and the work of the Lord between their babies begins as she meets and salutes Elizabeth. Luke 1:41-
45. The Holy Spirit came upon Elizabeth, and she spoke and told the whole world that the Baby in Mary’s womb 
is not just a normal human, but He is the Lord God Himself. Luke 1:46-56. Mary starts prophesying about people 
who truly fear and worship the Lord. Luke 1:57-80. John is born to Elizabeth and Zachariah and Zachariah’s 
tongue is loosed and he starts speaking and prophesying to the people. The Lord used Zachariah in telling the 
duty of John, his son. The child will be the prophet of the Lord that will help people look forward to receiving 
the begotten Son of God, which will bring peace to His people. 
1 Forasmuch as many have taken in hand to draw up a narration concerning those matters which 
have been accomplished among us, 

Comments 1:1. In this place, “among us” relates to the people that were around the Lord at that time. 
2 exactly as they delivered them to us, who from the beginning were eyewitnesses and servants of 
the Word, 

Comments 1:2. “exactly as they delivered them unto us”. In this verse when it mentions “they” it refers to 
the people in that time, not only the apostles, but all those who have been eyewitnesses about the work of 
the Lord, and the Lord used them to tell. “Us” refers to a group of people that will do the work of the Lord. 

3 it seemed good to me also, having closely followed from the first with all things carefully, to write 
to you in order, most excellent Theophilus; 

Comments 1:3. “it seems good to me also”. This tells all readers that the writer has been thinking about 
what the Lord has spoken to him and wants to make what the Lord has given him to be useful to all. 

“having closely followed from the first with all things carefully”. This tells all, that what he has received 
from the Lord, he also went out and talked to people, to support his understanding. He gathered 
information little by little from people surrounding him before he finally made it known to others what he 
wrote down from the Lord.  

“to write to you in order”. In this portion, it tells us that he will give in the order the Lord gives, not by order 
of man but released by the order of the Lord. This order is not in the order of things that have happened, 
but in the order of the things the Lord wants to tell us. This gospel is the most orderly because it is in the 
order the Lord wants not what humans want. 

“most excellent Theophilus”. In this place, the Lord mentions the name to link the person to the message 
which Luke has delivered. Take this as a mystery of the message.   

4 so that you might know the certainty concerning the things in which you were instructed.  

Comments 1:4. This verse shows that the Lord knows each individual's thoughts and actions, and that is why 
He guided the writer in this spot to convey the message to a specific person.   

5 There was in the days of Herod, king of Judea, a certain priest named Zachariah, of the class of 
Abijah, and his wife of the daughters of Aaron, and her name was Elizabeth. 
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Comments 1:5. “There was in the days of Herod, king of Judea”. Also, this small portion of the verse tells 
how the dark side spread out their fingers over the land.  

“a certain priest named Zachariah, of the class of Abijah”. The class here will tell the duty of the people of 
that class.  

“and his wife of the daughters of Aaron, and her name was Elizabeth”. Here it talks about Elizabeth for the 
complete link to the messenger of the Lord. Two people here, Zachariah and Elizabeth, are involved in the 
worship of the Lord, and their offspring will serve the Lord as well.  

6 And they were both righteous before God, walking in all the commandments and ordinances of the 
Lord blamelessly. 

Comments 1:6. When the verse says “righteous before God” then both commandments and ordinances 
come to count towards being righteous. The commandments and ordinances are not the same. The 
commandment is an order you must follow while the ordinance is a rule for your life to obey.  

The ordinance is obeying all your life, the commandment you must do, not just outside, but also inside your 
heart. The ordinance is to obey, but how do you obey if you do not do it? Think this way when talking about 
these, by commandment the Lord gives exactly what you must do, by ordinance the Lord gives in your heart 
that you should obey something. But the ordinance must agree with the commandment. If it does not 
agree, then you need to go back to the Word.  

Example of commandments:  

Deuteronomy 6:5. “You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all 
your might.” 

Luke 10: 27. “And he answering said, You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, and with all your 
soul, and with all your strength, and with all your mind; and your neighbor as yourself.” 

Example of ordinances: 

Ordinance from the Lord in the heart: Luke 2:36-37. And there was one Anna, a prophetess, the daughter of 
Phanuel, of the tribe of Asher (she was of a great age, having lived with a husband seven years from her 
virginity, and she had been a widow even unto eighty-four), who departed not from the temple, 
worshipping with fasting and supplications night and day.   

Ordinance from the Lord’s Word. Communion (Luke 22:19-20). Also, when a person is in a place where they 
cannot take communion, even if they cannot take communion, they can still keep the commandments. 

7 And they had no child, because Elizabeth was barren, and they both were advanced in years. 

Comments 1:7. Other couples in the Bible were in the same situation, but pay attention, if any of them are in 
the bloodline of serving the Lord. Also, pay attention to this verse; Elizabeth is barren. How was it known 
that she is barren? Did the man have another child from someone else? The Bible does not tell us if they had 
another child outside of marriage or if Zachariah had more wives. To say “the couple is righteous before 
God” that gives the conclusion to the reader that Zachariah had no other woman. To have a child at that 
age is a blessing from the Lord, and this will make other people have no doubt that this child has been born 
for a purpose. By saying “advanced in years” the Bible tells us that they were very old (See also Genesis 
17:17).  

8 Now it came to pass, while serving his priestly office before God by the order of his class, 
9 according to the custom of the priestly service, his lot was to enter into the temple of the Lord and 
burn incense. 

Comments 1:8-9. For Zachariah to do this duty was for a purpose, because the Lord wants to talk with him. 
10 And the whole multitude of the people were praying outside at the hour of incense. 
11 And appeared to him an angel of the Lord standing out of the right side of the altar of incense.  

Comments 1:11. In this verse, it shows why the Lord wanted him to do this duty now. The Lord wants to talk 
with him. Also, it is a tradition, related to when the priest goes in to burn the incense, that the Lord will not 
present Himself on the left side of the altar. 

12 And Zachariah was troubled seeing him, and fear fell upon him. 
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Comments 1:12. This is the first reaction of humans when alone, and suddenly someone else is there. In this 
place it was not a vision, it was the real appearance of an angel of the Lord (See Genesis 18). 

13 But the angel said to him, Fear not, Zachariah, because your prayer has been heard, and your wife 
Elizabeth will bear you a son, and you shall call his name John. 

Comments 1:13. “Fear not, Zachariah, because your prayer has been heard”. In this verse it shows clearly 
that Zachariah is a faithful servant of the Lord. He has been begging and worshiping the Lord for all the 
details of his life and the Lord will grant him mercy.  

“and your wife Elizabeth will bear you a son, and you shall call his name John”. The Lord has told him 
clearly, the blessing for him will be a son. The Lord even tells the name of this child what it should be. The 
name may be common for people, but this name is known to the Lord as the faithful servant. 

14 And he will bring joy and gladness to you; and many will rejoice at his birth. 

Comment 1:14. “and many will rejoice at his birth”. Before the child had done anything, why would people 
rejoice? This is a message the Lord has given, and many people will rejoice at the child’s birth. Because the 
Lord has worked in the humans’ hearts to rejoice in this birth and because of this child, joy will come for all 
humans. This child will announce the birth of the Savior of the world and the child is the messenger of the 
Lord and the news he announces will be the root of the joy for all humans.   

15 For he will be great in the sight of the Lord, and he will drink no wine nor strong drink; and he will 
be filled with the Holy Spirit, even from his mother's womb. 

Comments 1:15. “For he will be great in the sight of the Lord”. The verse tells the Lord rejoices with this 
child. He is great because he will be set apart from his mother’s womb for the Lord’s service, not for 
human’s service.  

“and he will drink no wine nor strong drink”. This shows that he will live a Nazirite life as is commanded in 
the Old Testament (See Numbers 6:1-3). He is an old-time prophet but will point the way for the new age.  

“and he will be filled with the Holy Spirit, even from his mother's womb”. The verse tells us that he will live a 
separate life than normal people. Through the filling with the Holy Spirit, even from the womb, God 
imparted regeneration to him before he was even born. Also, this has shown that he is one of the elected 
people. 

16 And many of the children of Israel will he turn to the Lord their God. 

Comments 1:16. In this verse we should focus on the words “their God”. Because His children have cool 
hearts towards Him now, the time has come for them to seek the God of their fathers. The Lord will start 
guiding their way back to the true God.  

17 And he will go forth before Him in the spirit and power of Elijah, to turn the hearts of the fathers to 
the children, and the disobedient to walk in the wisdom of the just; to make ready for the Lord a 
people for Him. 

Comments 1:17. “And he will go forth before Him”. When it says “will go forth before Him” it means to 
announce His coming. Here, “before Him” refers to the Holy Son of God. John will go to prepare the hearts 
of people to receive the Holy Son of God.  

“in the spirit and power of Elijah”. Elijah and John are both prophets of the Lord. Elijah is a prophet of the 
Lord from the Old Testament time. To put two people in parallel, John and Elijah, here they are compared to 
the spirit and power. The difference between these two, John will tell people about the beloved Son of 
God, but Elijah talked to people about the power of the Father. By comparing them, John will go and do 
more for humans because John is humble and willing to be set apart for serving the Lord. Just by the way 
John talks, it will impact people more on the common way of life. On the other hand, Elijah received the 
blessing by action more than words; John by words, Elijah by action.  

“to turn the hearts of the fathers to the children, and the disobedient to walk in the wisdom of the just; to 
make ready for the Lord a people for Him”. In this part of the verse it shows the way John is and what 
message John will bring.  

18 And Zachariah said to the angel, How will I know this? for I am an old man, and my wife well 
advanced in years. 
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Comments 1:18. In this verse, we concentrate on their age. Zachariah is a humble man and did not ask for a 
sign or had questions with the Lord, but he had doubts in themselves that they were not worthy of this 
blessing due to their old age. If the Lord created humans from the dirt of the Earth, what would it be hard 
for Him to give a baby in Elizabeth’s womb? In the science of humans, there is knowledge about conceiving 
a child, but the Lord works with the human’s body in His way and no place in the Bible mentions that they 
are too old to have union together.  

19 And the angel answering said to him, I am Gabriel, who stands before God; and I was sent to speak 
to you, and to bring you these glad tidings. 

Comments 1:19. “I am Gabriel, who stands before God”. This angel has a name and has a position of 
importance. Gabriel is a front-runner angel of the Father for delivering the message of good news to 
Zachariah from the Father. See Genesis 18:2 for angels appearing to Abraham. This event here in the Gospel 
of Luke and the event with Abraham cannot be really compared; both are important events for humans, but 
each angel has their own rank and duty. Q: Why did the angel give his name to Zachariah? A: There is no 
special reason, just to let Zachariah know who is speaking.  

20 And behold, you will be silent and not able to speak, until the day that these things shall come to 
pass, because you believed not my words, which will be fulfilled in their season. 

Comments 1:20. “you will be silent and not able to speak … because you believed not my words”. This is not 
a sign or punishment, but a confirmation for Zachariah to know that it is the Lord speaking here. Indeed, 
this is given to Zachariah for a confirmation of what the Lord will do; not punishment but confirmation to 
strengthen his faith.   

Note: Here is a clear sample of Bible dictation from the Holy Spirit. The reader should think how Luke knew 
the exact message from the angel of the Lord given to Zachariah if not from the Holy Spirit dictated. Keep in 
mind that Zachariah after this encounter with the angel was speechless until the birth of his son John. 

21 And the people were waiting for Zachariah, and they marveled while he tarried in the temple. 

Comments 1:21. Zachariah spent a long time in conversation with the Lord in the temple, unlike us who 
spend short periods of time in prayer. The time he spent there is not told, but he had spent a long time, so 
the verse tells that "people were waiting while he tarried in the temple”.  

22 And when he came out, he was not able to speak to them, and they perceived that he had seen a 
vision in the temple. And he was making signs to them and remained mute. 

Comments 1:22. “and remained mute”. Zachariah, as this verse tells, only remained mute, but he could still 
hear.  

“and they perceived that he had seen a vision in the temple”. The vision that Zachariah had is different from 
what most people have, and it took a long time to comprehend. That is why people thought that he had 
received a vision. Also, sometimes the vision cannot be told to people and that is why he remained mute, so 
he would not tell the vision until the time came. An angelic being is not for real human eyes to see, but by 
vision, the Lord has provided the eyes to be able to see the angel and talk to him. The angel Gabriel indeed 
came in the temple and talked to Zachariah.  

Q. What is the difference between a vision like this and a vision of the night? A. In a vision like this, you see 
with the real eyes, but in a vision of the night, the eye of the soul is the one that sees.     

23 And it came to pass, when the days of his service were fulfilled, he departed to his house. 

Comments 1:23. Most of the time, the length of service is more than a week, and at this time he did serve 
full time, even in his condition of being mute.  

24 And after these days Elizabeth his wife conceived; and she hid herself five months, saying, 

Comments 1:24. The Lord has fulfilled His plan as He told Zachariah, by opening the barren womb of 
Elizabeth.  

“and she hid herself five months”. You, as a human think as well, being old and pregnant; that is why she 
hid herself. Elizabeth truly wanted to have a child. She did not feel embarrassed or ashamed of being 
pregnant, but because of her age, the fear has come with it.   
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25 Thus has the Lord done to me in the days in which He looked upon me, to take away my reproach 
among people. 

Comments 1:25. “Thus has the Lord done to me”. In this part of the verse it tells clearly what she tells 
herself to receive the blessing from the Lord. 

 “to take away my reproach among people”. That is one of the reasons that she hid herself for five months, 
because, after five months, when she appears to people, all the people will see that she is pregnant. This is a 
blessing for people to see. Because of the work Zachariah held, the Lord’s blessing came upon the family. 

26 Now in the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent from God to a city of Galilee, named Nazareth, 

Comments 1:26. “Now in the sixth month”. This is the sixth month of Elizabeth’s pregnancy.  

“the angel Gabriel was sent from God”. This messenger has a duty to announce the good news to people. 
His first duty was to announce the birth of John, and now the next duty starts.  

27 to a virgin betrothed to a man whose name was Joseph, of the house of David; and the name of 
the virgin was Mary. 

Comments 1:27. See also Comments Matthew 1:18 and Comments Matthew 1:20.  

Virgin describes Mary’s state before conception and during pregnancy (See Comments Matthew 1:25).  

“a virgin betrothed to a man whose name was Joseph”. The Bible tells clearly that Mary and Joseph had no 
union before marriage; as this verse states clearly, she is a virgin. At that time, the betrothed meant that she 
was legally pledged to be married to Joseph.  

“Joseph, of the house of David”. See Matthew 1:20, as the angel of the Lord calls him "son of David". This is 
referred back to when the Lord spoke to David that through his descendants would come a Savior. Joseph 
became the caretaker and earthly father of the Lord in the eyes of people because he took Mary into his 
earthly family. Because Mary had known no man of this earth, she completely became his wife before she 
gave birth to the Lord of Life. 

28 And he came in, to her, and said, Greetings, you that are highly favored, the Lord is with you. 

Comments 1:28. “And he came in, to her”. This is not a vision, but the real angel Gabriel appeared to her 
(See also Comments 1:22).   

“you that are highly favored, the Lord is with you”. In this verse, it tells clearly to all humans that Mary is 
worthy of carrying the Lord in her womb; she is “highly favored” by the Lord as this verse tells.  

“Blessed are you among women!”. This part, which is present in some manuscripts, is believed to be a later 
addition and was not part of the original Gospel.  

 29 But she was troubled at the saying, and thought in her mind what manner of salutation this might 
be. 

Comments 1:29. “she was troubled at the saying”. She is a young girl and the appearance of the angel to her 
made her fear. And what the angel greeted her brought wonder into her heart.  

30 And the angel said to her, Fear not, Mary; for you have found favor with God.  

Comments 1:30. Pay attention to the words “found favor with God”; the Lord has told her clearly who she is 
dealing with. The angel was representing the Lord in talking to her. Gabriel is an angel from the Lord the 
Father and the word he brings is from the Father.  

31 And behold, you will conceive in your womb, and will bring forth a Son, and you shall call His name 
JESUS. 

Comments 1:31. This is the point where the Lord Himself has chosen the person to give birth to His Beloved 
Son of God. In this place, it also tells that the woman the Lord chose to carry the Beloved Son of God is 
worthy and a good woman. 

32 He will be great, and He will be called the Son of the Most High; and the Lord God will give to Him 
the throne of His father David; 

Comments 1:32. In this place the Lord has fulfilled the promise to David (see 2 Samuel 7:12-13, 16).  
33 and He will reign over the house of Jacob forever; and of His kingdom there will be no end. 
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Comments 1:33. “and of His kingdom there will be no end”. Here it tells us that Jesus is King of all, not just 
of one group of people, because His kingdom has no end, on earth, beneath earth and in heaven, that is His 
kingdom.  

34 And Mary said to the angel, How will this be, since I am a virgin? 

Comments 1:34. This is a common question for her. Mary, as a young innocent girl, knew that in order to 
have children, one needed physical contact, but she was a virgin who had never been touched by a man. 

35 And the angel answered and said to her, The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power of the 
Most High will overshadow you; therefore, the being born will be called the Son of God. 

Comment 1:35. “and the power of the Most High will overshadow you”. This shows that there is no physical 
contact with Mary from the Lord as humans do; the physical contact is only by the shadow of the Most High 
over her egg. The Lord does not need to have physical interaction with sperm and egg, as humans do for 
procreation. With Mary, by His shadow the egg conceived. The Lord Jesus must be a hundred percent 
human and the egg is needed for this.   

“the being born will be called the Son of God”. Because the power of the Most High overshadowed the egg 
of Mary the Child is Holy and the Son of God.  

36 And behold, Elizabeth your kinswoman, she also has conceived a son in her old age; and this is the 
sixth month with her who was called barren. 

Comments 1:36. In this verse, the angel tells Mary that her cousin also has been blessed by the Lord. If she 
has any difficulty, she can go and consult with her cousin. Both women can talk about the difficulty of body 
reaction when pregnant.   

37 For nothing will be impossible with God. 

Comments 1:37. The Lord’s true nature has been stated by this verse that “nothing will be impossible with 
God”. 

38 And Mary said, Behold, the handmaid of the Lord; may it be to me according to your word. And the 
angel departed from her. 

Comments 1:38. The verse tells us that Mary is submissive and humble and that is why she is highly favored. 
It tells as well that Mary herself is willing to face the consequences.   

39 And Mary arose in these days and went into the hill country with haste, into a city of Judah; 

Comments 1:39. Mary went with haste because of the work of the Lord in her heart. The baby in her womb 
will stir up another baby in the womb.  

40 and entered into the house of Zachariah and saluted Elizabeth. 

Comments 1:40. The work of the Lord will begin here at this place.  
41 And it came to pass, when Elizabeth heard the salutation of Mary, the baby leaped in her womb; 
and Elizabeth was filled with the Holy Spirit; 

Comments 1:41. “when Elizabeth heard the salutation of Mary”. The voice of Mary carried significant 
feelings from the baby to the baby; this is the point of the work from the Lord to be shown.  

“the baby leaped in her womb”. Both babies have the link of their souls through the Holy Spirit and that is 
why just the voice of the mother of the Lord has impacted the baby in Elizabeth’s womb to leap for joy. 
Through the Holy Spirit, joy has been linked to the soul of John in the womb. Both babies will have 
interaction after birth as well. 

“and Elizabeth was filled with the Holy Spirit”. John was filled with the Holy Spirit before this salutation (see 
Luke 1:15) but this is the point of stirring up the work of the Holy Spirit in all of them. Elizabeth has 
experienced the work of the Lord in her. She got pregnant when well advanced in years, which could mean 
very, very old, but did not fully realize the magnitude of the miracle of her childbirth until this moment when 
she was filled with the Holy Spirit.  

Imagine the young girl, Mary, and the very, very old woman, Elizabeth, both being pregnant miraculously 
and now they meet together.  
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42 and she lifted up her voice with a loud cry, and said, Blessed are you among women, and blessed is 
the fruit of your womb. 

Comments 1:42. “with a loud cry.” “Loud cry,” joy that comes out in an intense way, the Holy Spirit is 
working in the heart of Elizabeth. For what she has said here, only under the Holy Spirit’s guidance can be 
expressed.  

“Blessed are you among women”. Above all women, Mary is the blessed one, because the Lord has chosen 
her with duty. The duty is not just to be pregnant, but to carry the baby to full term. It is a big duty for Mary. 

43 And from where is this to me, that the mother of my Lord should come to me? 

Comments 1:43. In this verse, Elizabeth, filled with the Holy Spirit, has told the whole world that the baby in 
Mary’s womb is not just a normal human, but He is the Lord God Himself. 

44 For behold, when the voice of your salutation came into my ears, the baby leaped in my womb for 
joy. 

Comments 1:44. In this verse, it tells about Elizabeth’s child. Elizabeth’s baby has been touched by the Holy 
Spirit in the womb through the action of “unborn leaped for joy.” The unborn child has acknowledged and 
received the Lord with joy. This is a feeling made known to Elizabeth and her baby by the Holy Spirit. John 
was filled with the Holy Spirit at the point of conception, but the unborn is still in his first period of life with 
the Lord; he is still in the womb developing. It is a limitation for the unborn to react with joy, but in this 
place in Elizabeth’s womb the baby has a reaction to joy.  

This verse tells us plainly that the baby is alive and is able to communicate with the Lord even from the point 
of conception. The fact that the baby leaped with joy in Elizabeth’s womb tells us that even from the womb, 
the Lord sees them as a person. Most women do not think that their child is linked with the Lord when they 
are in the womb, but the unborn child’s soul comes from the Lord. If the baby has reaction with joy before 
birth, how can humans terminate babies and perform abortions?  

45 And blessed is she that believed, for there will be a fulfilment to the things spoken to her from the 
Lord. 

Comment 1:45. The main point in this verse is “believed”. The whole verse supports the point of believing in 
the Lord’s promise, and the Lord will fulfil His promise if you believe. However, do not concentrate on 
anyone else’s beliefs but yourself. Putting it plainly, the Lord does not compare anyone, so do not compare 
your life with someone else’s life as well. In this place, we see Elizabeth and Mary being pregnant in amazing 
ways, but Elizabeth has seen that Mary’s pregnancy is as a fulfillment of the Lord’s word that was spoken to 
Mary.  

46 And Mary said, My soul magnifies the Lord, 

Comments 1:46. Now Mary starts prophesying and, in all these verses, 46 to 55, Mary prophecies about 
people who truly fear and worship the Lord. They will not be put aside by the Lord, but their prayers and 
troubles will come in front of the Lord, to wait for the Lord’s judgment on their behalf at the end.  

The “soul” is deeper than our heart itself can feel. But the Lord can bring it up for a person to acknowledge 
what the soul is thinking. In this verse it tells plainly that Mary glorifies the Lord from the deepest of her 
knowledge.  

47 And my spirit rejoices in God my Savior. 

Comments 1:46-47. Q: What is the difference between the soul and spirit in verses 46 and 47, respectively? 
A: Verses 46 and 47 identify a person as having two different spiritual identities. Our heart can feel the spirit, 
but it cannot feel the soul unless the Lord lets us feel it. The soul in verse 46 reveals a deeper inner thought, 
a thought of different dimension, soul dimension within the unseen world, than in this verse. In this verse, 
the spirit of the person of Mary worships the Lord in two dimensions, with the spirit and the heart, but the 
heart receives joy without understanding. She knows in her heart she rejoices “in God my Savior” but she 
does not understand the complete meaning. The word “magnifies” in verse 46 gives a different degree of 
deepness than the word “rejoices” in verse 47. “Magnify” tells us that Mary worships above, but “rejoice” 
relates to the present time of the earth and tells us that Mary feels happy in receiving the trust from the 
Lord.   
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In these two verses we encounter two worlds, the unseen world and the seen world. The soul and the spirit 
exist in two different dimensions in the unseen world. In the unseen world, it is not the same as in this 
world we know about. The soul of a person can choose to walk in the path of light or the path of darkness, 
because it still has free will. When the soul walks in the path of light, the communication between the soul's 
identity and the spirit's identity of a person happens only through the Holy Spirit. But if a soul chooses to 
walk in the path of darkness, then the soul and the spirit of a person will communicate with different spirits.  

48 For He has looked upon the low condition of His handmaid.  

For behold, from henceforth all generations will count me blessed. 

Comments 1:48. “low condition” or humble position.  

This verse tells us about Mary’s deepest heart feelings. When she looks upon herself and thinks of the Lord 
above all, the joy of her soul to serve the Lord has overcome her own will. She feels she is a person of low 
condition, and this makes her wonder how she can be worthy enough to serve the Lord. But the Lord’s 
mercy was so great for her; He had chosen her to do the blessed duty, to give birth to the Lord of life. Mary 
grew up being taught all her life how to worship the Lord God Most High, and now the Lord has chosen her 
to do His work and be part of His blessing for humankind, and that makes her rejoice.  

The Lord always looks upon everyone, even upon those that are not in good condition of mind and upon 
those in low worldly positions.  

49 For the Mighty One has done to me great things. 

And Holy is His name. 

Comments 1:49. From this verse we can see what is in her heart. As we commented, she has been taught to 
worship the Lord and here this verse supports this. The proof is in how she calls the Lord “Holy is His 
name”. People received teachings in the synagogue, otherwise they would not know to name the Lord as 
“His name is Holy”. 

50 And His mercy is to generations and generations,  

To those fearing Him.  

Comments 1:50. Because of her humble heart, she reaches to know that the Lord’s mercy has come to all 
that fear Him.  

 51 He has shown power in His arm;  

He has scattered the proud in the thought of their heart. 

Comments 1.51. “He has shown power in His arm”. By the Lord’s own strength, He will help all of those that 
trust Him.  

“He has scattered the proud in the thought of their heart”. The proud of the heart will not rely on the Lord’s 
mercy, but their own strength, and because they rely on their own strength, they will not be united. 
Because, by the Lord’s power, they are one with Him, but by their own they cannot be united with the Lord.  

52 He has put down rulers from thrones,  

And has exalted the humble. 

Comments 1:52. In this place, there is a comparison between the rich of the world and the rich of the heart 
in glorifying the Lord. Those that have the power and riches of this earth will not be able to take them and 
make them great in the other world. But the Lord will exalt those that are humble of heart to be above 
those that are great on this earth. 

53 The needy He has filled with good things;  

And the rich He has sent away empty. 

Comments 1:53. “The needy He has filled with good things”. The needy in this place are not the needy of the 
physical that need food, but the needy of the soul that are searching for the Lord.  

“And the rich He has sent empty away”. The rich here are the rich of this world filled with material things. 
The Lord will not let them have their riches of this world in the other world. When their time ends on this 
earth, they will go empty-handed in the other world.  

54 Remembering mercy,  
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He helped Israel His servant 

Comments 1:54. Every time when His people have problems and then come back to the Lord, the Lord will 
always help them, because in His mercy, the Lord always remembers His servant.  

55 As He spoke to our fathers  

To Abraham and his seed forever. 

Comments 1:55. The word the Lord has spoken to Abraham, it becomes His promise to his seed.  
56 And Mary stayed with her about three months, and returned to her home. 

Comments 1:56. Elizabeth was pregnant in her old age and Mary was pregnant at a very young age; they 
supported each other. Elizabeth is in her old age, and to have a younger woman accompany her during this 
time of her life was helpful to her.  

57 Now Elizabeth's time was fulfilled that she should give birth; and she bore a son. 
58 And her neighbors and her kinsfolk heard that the Lord had magnified His mercy with her; and they 
rejoiced with her. 

Comments 1:58. Because of being pregnant at her very old age, neighbors and relatives were in awe of this 
miracle. The birth of this child has magnified the name of the Lord among people and made everyone 
waiting to see what the child will turn out to be.  

59 And it came to pass on the eighth day, that they came to circumcise the child; and were calling him 
after the name of his father, Zachariah. 

Comments 1:59. Who are “they” in this verse? “They” in this place are the relatives of Zachariah and 
Elizabeth. Because of tradition, the first child’s name will take the father’s name, since the first child will 
receive all the inheritance. And in this place, Zachariah himself has a position in the sight of the Lord and the 
relatives will expect the blessing to go to the first child as well.  

60 And his mother answered and said, Not so; but he will be called John. 

Comments 1:60. In this place, the Lord has given the name to the child for a purpose. The name of the child 
will make people think more. Why this name? And, people around will keep watching him.   

In Hebrew the meaning of the name John is “Jehovah is gracious”. The meaning of his name will remind 
people that the Lord has plans for this child.  

61 And they said to her, There is no one among your kindred who is called by this name. 
62 And they made signs to his father, what he would wish him called.  
63 And he asked for a writing tablet, and wrote, saying, His name is John. And they marveled all. 

Comments 1:63. We can see clearly the Lord is at work. And the people that came will have noticed this as 
well. It will be the talk among people that Zachariah has broken the tradition of given name after himself for 
his first child. 

64 And his mouth was opened immediately, and his tongue, and he spoke, blessing God. 

Comments 1:64. Zachariah can speak at this point of time and people have noticed that he speaks again. The 
Lord has shown certainly to people that the Lord had planned for this child to be born. This will impact 
people’s hearts about this child’s future.  

65 And fear came on all those who dwelt around them; and all these things were talked about 
throughout all the hill country of Judea. 

Comments 1.65. The things that happened to Zachariah brought fear to all the people in the area. When 
Zachariah started speaking again, at that moment people realized that the Lord was at work here in this 
family. The name of the Lord has been magnified throughout the region regarding these things that have 
happened.  

66 And all who heard laid them up in their heart, saying, What then will this child be? For the hand of 
the Lord was with him. 
67 And his father Zachariah was filled with the Holy Spirit, and prophesied, saying, 
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Comments 1:67. When Zachariah was filled with the Holy Spirit, people’s hearts were filled with joy, because 
they realized that the Lord never left them.  

68 Blessed be the Lord, the God of Israel;  

For He has visited and worked redemption for His people, 

Comments 1:68. All His people have been through trouble, but the Lord is still among them, and because of 
their own hardness of heart they could not feel Him. The miracle that happened here made them realize 
that the Lord is always with them; just seek Him and you will find Him.  

“He has visited” here relates to the things that have happened. The miracle He has performed has shown 
that He is visiting them now. 

“Worked redemption” here means the help is coming from the Lord; wait and see the help for His people.   
69 And has raised up a horn of salvation for us  

In the house of His servant David; 

Comments 1:69. Here it talks about the Savior is coming. The Lord has a plan to send the Savior as the help 
for His people. 

“horn of salvation for us”. Also, we can think of animals that have tasks and horns for fighting and the Lord 
has sent that kind of help to fight and overcome all troubles. 

“In the house of His servant David”. This comes to relate to the fact that the Lord will link “His servant 
David” through Joseph to be the caretaker of the beloved Son of God for a period of time.  

70 As He spoke by the mouth of His holy prophets that have been from of old, 
71 Salvation from our enemies, and from the hand of all those that hate us; 

Comments 1: 69-71. Verses 69 to 71 relate old prophesies (1 Samuel 2:1, 10, Psalm 132:17, Ezekiel 29:21, 2 
Samuel 22:3, Psalm 18:2, Psalms 106:10, Jeremiah 23:5-6) to the beloved Son of God and to the way the Lord 
will provide the help. This is a portion that many have been interpreting that the help will come from the 
house of David, but actually the Father Himself will send the help to rescue His people. The way of helping is 
not just by war but by peace. 

Q: How can salvation from the enemies and from the hands of those that hate His people can come through 
peace? A: As the Bible has told, starting with Herod, he lifted himself to be Herod the great and started to 
fight with the Lord, first by trying to eliminate the Savior of the world. For this great evil deed, he made 
people turn to the Lord and ask for help; but the Lord will give the big victory to His people through His 
beloved Son. His beloved Son will give peace to His people through His love and death on the cross; the 
Father Himself will give peace to all that will ask by His Son’s blood. Jesus came to bring salvation through 
peace with God. 

Here, we are talking about peace with the Father from within our souls. Temptation is our enemy, and we 
must fight the temptation with faith in His begotten Son. Temptation makes us commit sin and that is why 
temptation is our enemy. All those that hate us make our souls feel angry, but we must fight that anger with 
the love from His Son who has paid our ransom. Then we will find the peace of God through the blood of His 
Son. Ask for peace from the Father through faith in His beloved Son.  

72 To show mercy towards our fathers,  

And to remember His holy covenant; 
73 To grant us the oath which He spoke to Abraham our father,  

Comments 1:72-73. In these verses it tells about the Father and His mercy and the promise that He has made 
throughout the generations before. The Father keeps that promise through His beloved Son. 

74 Having been saved from the hand of our enemies,  

To serving Him without fear,  

Comments 1:74. “to serving Him without fear”. The Father has helped His people but only asks them to 
serve Him without fear of being different from others. Because in serving the Lord, we will act differently 
than the rest of the people and that is why "to serving Him without fear".  

75 In holiness and righteousness before Him all the days of our life. 
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Comments 1: 75. In this verse it tells the way of people who belong to the Lord. The way they behave should 
be in holiness and righteousness all their life.  

76 Yes and you, child, will be called the prophet of the Most High:  

For you will go before the Lord to make ready His ways; 

Comments 1:76. The Lord used Zachariah in telling the duty of John, his son. This child will be the prophet of 
the Lord that will help people look forward to receiving the begotten Son of God. The way the child will live 
will point out to his duty. Because he will live separated from others and be different, people will notice the 
duty he has, by the way of his talk and the idea of his life.  

77 To give knowledge of salvation to His people  

In the remission of their sins, 

Comments 1:77. “To give knowledge of salvation to His people”. John will tell clearly to whom all people 
must go to be saved. The verse tells us what John will do to prepare the way. He will tell us about the 
purpose of the way in which the Lord is coming to save His people (the way of the Lord’s coming is to save 
His people). John will always point out the way to be saved by following the Lord’s teaching. He tells them 
who can forgive their sins. ‘The way’ refers to the fact that Jesus came as the begotten Son of God in the 
form of a human, and John points people to Jesus as the One who gives salvation. 

“In the remission of their sins”. Because the Lord Himself will forgive their sins, if they acknowledge His 
authority.   

78 Through the tender mercies of our God, 

Whereby the sunrise from on high will visit us, 

Comments 1:78. “Through the tender mercies of our God”. The mercy of the Father has been shown to all 
the world, because Zachariah himself received from the Lord to prophesy the coming of the beloved Son of 
God.  

“Whereby the sunrise from on high will visit us”. The “sunrise from on high” is the glory from heaven; “will 
visit us” is the birth of the begotten Son of God on earth to bring the light from heaven to the whole earth 
and all the souls that have been born and will be born on earth.  

79 To shine upon them that sit in darkness and the shadow of death;  

To direct our feet into the way of peace. 

Comments 1:79. “To shine upon them that sit in darkness and the shadow of death”. Now this verse talks 
about two groups of souls, one that “sit in darkness” and another one in “the shadow of death”. There is a 
different meaning between darkness and the shadow of death. Those in darkness have rejected the Lord of 
life, but those in the shadow of death have blasphemed against the Holy Spirit of God.  

Q: To shine upon these, what does this really mean? A: The glory of the Lord has shined on them to reach to 
the deepest of the soul itself. Even if it is too late for repentance, the glory keeps them warm. Because the 
soul cannot die until the final judgment day. In the Bible, it has the verse that the Lord has gone to minister 
to the dead, that it is when to shine upon them.   

“To direct our feet into the way of peace”. To direct our feet is the light from the beloved Son of God to 
those that truly believe in Him. Believe alone will not be direct but must act and follow the teaching; that is 
the way of peace. 

80 And the child grew, and increased strong in spirit, and was in the deserts until the day of His 
appearance to Israel. 

Comments 1:80. John was led by the Lord to live a separated life from people, so he will not be influenced 
by the teaching of the world and will have a clean mind. Because of the way he grew up, this made his soul 
hear clearly the voice of the Lord.   

Life and Faith Applications. From this chapter we can highlight four main life and faith application points. 1) 
Believe in the miraculous birth of the begotten Son of God through the virgin Mary and that Mary was a worthy 
woman chosen by God to carry the baby Jesus in her womb (Luke 1:30-35). 2) Believe in the Lord’s promises, 
and that the Lord will fulfill His promises if you believe (Luke 1:45). 3) Abortion is against God’s will; the Lord 
sees a baby in the womb as a person from the point of conception (Luke 1:41, 44). 4) We should not look down 
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on anyone; the Lord looks upon everyone, even upon those that are not in good condition of mind and upon 
those in low worldly positions (Luke 1:48).  

 


